The structural and functional organization of the baseplate distal part of T4 bacteriophage.
The structural organization of the baseplate distal part of bacteriophage T4 has been studied. The investigations resulted in revealing the functional role of gene products '11' and '12' in the course of baseplate reorganization and DNA injection. A new model of 'arrangement' of gp12 in the intact particle is suggested. A functional interrelationship between long fibers of the phage and the protein complex of baseplate distal part has been established.